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ASSIGNMENT 

________________________________________________________________________

OUMH1103

LEARNING SKILLS FOR OPEN DISTANCE LEARNERS

JANUARY 2016 SEMESTER
________________________________________________________________________

INSTRUCTIONS TO STUDENTS
1. This assignment contains only FOUR (4) activities that are set in English.
2. Answer in English.

3. Do not copy the assignment question and instructions to your answer. The number of words should be shown at the end of your assignment. Only assignment answer developed within the approximate word limit will be assessed. 
4. Your assignment should be prepared individually. You should not copy another person’s assignment. You should also not plagiarise another person’s work as your own.
EVALUATION

This assignment accounts for 100% of the total marks for the course and shall be assessed based on the Rubrics or Answer Scheme attached.

You would be given feedback on the assignment before the Final Semester Examination commences. 

PLAGIARISM: MARKS DEDUCTION  

Warning: The submitted assignment will automatically undergo a similarity check. If plagiarism is detected, marks would be deducted as follows:

	No. 
	Similarity Percentage 
	Marks Deduction 

	1.
	0 – 30
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0

	2.
	30.01 – 50
	5

	3.
	50.01 – 70 
	10

	4.
	70.01 - 100
	100



ASSIGNMENT QUESTION 


PURPOSE

The purpose of this task is to assess your ability to: 

· search for information;

· make notes from the reading material;

· acknowledge other author’s work, and

· demonstrate logical arguments/discussions with supporting facts and evidences.

ACTIVITY 1 (30%)

Some academicians believe that distance learning “will never be able to supply the personal interaction (communication) that some students crave.” 

Do you agree or disagree with the statement? 

In a 300-350 word essay, describe relevant reasons to support your stand. Provide constructive suggestions that may help to improve communication and interaction between OUM learners and tutors.

ACTIVITY 2 (30%)
A study conducted by Flow (2007) * indicates that one of the barriers to successful distance learning is lack of time management skills. As open and distant learner student, do you think time management skills are important in the success of your learning? Describe your answer in a 300-350 words essay.
(Flow, J. 2007. An investigation of community college students’ perceptions of elements necessary for success in online learning. PHD Dissertation. Proquest Theses and Dissertation)

ACTIVITY 3 (30%)
Read an essay on ‘Moral Education can build a child’s character’ (refer to Attachment 1 of the assignment question).  
(a) Prepare an annotation; and

(b) Mind map notes of the essay that you have read;
(c) Paraphrase the underlined text into your own words:
Hand in the mind map and annotation, together with the essay. 

ACTIVITY 4 (10%)
Share your experiences and describe how you make use of myVLE to help in your learning? 

Note: Write a 150-200 word essay for the above activity.

[Total: 100 marks]

Attachment 1
	Education has had two great goals: to help young people become smart and to help them become good. Good character is not formed automatically; it has developed over time through a sustained process of teaching, example, learning, and practice – it is developed through character education. The intentional teaching of good character is particularly important in today’s society since our youth face many opportunities and dangers unknown to earlier generations. They are bombarded with many more negative influences through the media and other external sources prevalent in today’s culture. And at the same time, there are many more day-to-day pressures impinging on the time that parents and children have together. Studies show that children spend only 38.5 minutes a week (33.4 hours a year) in meaningful conversation with his or her parents, while they spend 1,500 hours watching television. Since children spend about 900 hours a year in school, it is essential that schools resume a proactive role in assisting families and communities by developing caring, respectful environments where students learn core, ethical values. In order to create our schools as the caring and respectful communities we know they can be, we must look deeper – we must be intentional, proactive, and comprehensive in our work to encourage the development of good character in young people.

(Source: Character Education: Frill or Foundation?

Merle J Schwartz, Alexandra Beatty, Eileen Dachnowicz. Principal Leadership. (High School ed.). Reston: Dec 2006. Vol. 7, Iss. 4; pg. 25, 6 pgs)




Assignment Rubrics 

OUMH1103 LEARNING SKILLS FOR OPEN DISTANCE LEARNERS

JANUARY 2016 SEMESTER

ACTIVITY 1 and 2 (30 + 30= 60%) 
	CATEGORY
	WEIGHT
	Missing Items

0
	LOW

1
	FAIR

2
	ABOVE AVERAGE

3
	EXCELLENT

4
	TOTAL

	INTRODUCTION
	1.5
	No introduction.
	There is no clear introduction to the main topic or structure of the paper.
	The introduction states the main topic, but does not adequately preview the structure of the paper nor is it particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction clearly states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper, but is not particularly inviting to the reader.
	The introduction is inviting, states the main topic and previews the structure of the paper.
	6

	CONTENT
	3
	The main idea is not mentioned.
	The main idea is not clear. There is a seemingly random collection of information.
	The main idea is somewhat clear, but there is a need for more supporting information.
	The main idea is clear but the supporting information is general.
	There is one clear, well-focused topic. Main idea stands out and is supported by detailed information.


	12

	CONCLUSION
	1.5
	No conclusion.
	There is no clear conclusion, the paper just ends.
	The conclusion is recognisable, but does not tie up several loose ends.
	The conclusion is recognisable and ties up almost all the loose ends.
	The conclusion is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling that they understand what the writer is "getting at."


	6

	ORGANISATION
	1
	Not relevant. 
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order. There is little sense that the writing is organised.
	Some details are not in a logical or expected order, and this distracts the reader.
	Details are placed in a logical order, but the way in which they are presented/ introduced sometimes makes the writing less interesting.


	Details are placed in a logical order and the way they are presented effectively keeps the interest of the reader.


	4

	LANGUAGE/ GRAMMAR
	0.5
	The writer makes more than 5 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	The writer makes more than 4-5 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	The writer makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	The writer makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.
	The writer makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distracts the reader from the content.


	2

	TOTAL
	30


Assignment Rubrics 

ACTIVITY 3 (30%) Mind Mapping and Annotation and Paraphrasing

	ASSESSMENT

CRITERIA


	INDEX
	Missing Items
	LOW
	FAIR 
	ABOVE AVERAGE
	EXCELLENT
	MARKS

(MAX)



	
	WEIGHT
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	MIND MAPPING 

Understanding[image: image2.jpg]



	1.5
	Mind map is not included. 
	Bare minimum of content covered. 


No extension of ideas evident.
	Shows a basic level of coverage of key ideas only.


Attempts extension of a few ideas.
	Shows a solid grasp of most of the content.


Shows extensions of most key ideas.
	Shows a solid grasp of all the content covered.


Extensions of the key ideas show a deep understanding of the content.


	6

	Use of images/symbols
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	0.75
	No images / symbols in the mind map. 
	The mind map includes a few images.


	A few categories are enhanced with simple symbols or diagrams.


	Some categories are enhanced with simple symbols or diagrams.


	Most categories are enhanced with simple symbols or diagrams.


	3

	Use of colour
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	0.75
	No colours included.
	Has failed to include colour in the mind map.
	Has used very little colour in the mind map and has not used colour to categorise throughout the mind map.
	Has included colour to demonstrate some connections and/or to categorise topics throughout the mind map.


	Has included colour to show all connections and/or to categorise topics throughout the mind map.


	3

	Neatness and Presentation
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	0.75
	The mind map was not neat.
	The mind map was not neat enough to understand.


	The mind map was not neat enough to understand most concepts.


	The mind map was well presented and all the information is easy to understand.


	The mind map was well presented and all the information is easy to understand.
	3

	Annotation (10%)
	2.5
	Annotation text is not included. 
	Annotated text is not submitted on time.
	Text is not consistently marked throughout. 

Random passages appear to be marked; passages selected often have no real significance. 

Annotated passages may be very long or very short. 

Annotations include little/no marginalia or marginalia that is characterised by plot level questions or simplistic summary. 

Annotations include little/no attempt to identify themes/purpose of text. 

Annotations include little/no recognition of unfamiliar vocabulary. 

Annotations do not reflect careful reading of the text; annotations do not reflect interaction between the reader and the text.
	Text is marked throughout. 

Longer passages (entire sentences/entire paragraphs) are the primary element annotated. 

Commentary and notations in margins appear less frequently or do not respond directly to the passage annotated. Marginalia may be primarily summary or paraphrased statement with some attempt at analysis. 

Annotations may not accurately identify purpose or themes of text. 

Reader may have identified unfamiliar vocabulary but did not attempt to define the words. 
	Text is marked throughout. 

Words and phrases are marked, and commentary and notations appear in the margins that indicate a response to the words and phrases marked. 

Marginalia (comments in the margin) reflect application of literary terms, questioning, summarising, and analysis. 

Annotations accurately identify purpose and themes of the work. 

Reader has identified unfamiliar vocabulary and attempted to define those words. 


	10

	ASSESSMENT

CRITERIA 

Paraphrasing (5%)
	1.25
	Many sentences are incomplete, or the meaning is confused or unclear.
	Some of the sentences are in the student's words. Some are exactly as written in the original text.


	Student uses effective paraphrasing strategies and does not violate any of the paraphrasing rules (order, phrasing, ideas), but the paraphrased text is not completely smooth and controlled.
	Most of the sentences are in the student's words
	All of the sentences are in the student's words. Some original thought is shown by elaborating on topic
	5

	TOTAL
	30


Assignment Rubrics 

ACTIVITY 4 (10%) 
	ASSESSMENT

CRITERIA


	INDEX
	MISSING ITEMS
	LOW
	FAIR
	ABOVE AVERAGE
	EXCELLENT
	MARKS

(MAX)



	
	WEIGHT
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	

	Sharing experience
	1.75
	No sharing experience provided. 


	Demonstrates a minimal understanding (sharing experience) of myVLE and the focus used of myVLE.


	Demonstrates general information (sharing experience) of myVLE and the focus used of myVLE.
	Demonstrates adequate information (sharing experience) of myVLE and the focus used of myVLE.


	Demonstrates a thorough understanding (sharing experience) of myVLE and the focus used of myVLE.


	7

	Organization
	0.5
	The information appears to be disorganised.


	Information is organised, but paragraphs are not well-constructed. 
	Information is organized with well-constructed paragraphs.
	Information is well organized with well-constructed paragraphs. 
	Information is very organized with well-constructed paragraphs. Well organised ideas that review the experiences.


	2

	References


	0.25
	No reference(s) and 

citation(s) are given.


	Somewhat relevant and somewhat sufficient but poorly referenced.
	Somewhat relevant and somewhat sufficient.
	Relevant and a sufficient number of references are provided.  Referencing is mostly correct.
	Reference and citation are provided using correct APA style.


	1

	TOTAL
	10


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]



























2
1

